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form a great service by withdrawing his can-
didacy and denouncing the South. Such action
would, of course, result in advantage to the Be-
publican party.

About the same time G-eneral Weaver also
received a long letter from Albion W. Tourgee,
the novelist, containing a similar request. This
letter suggested that if he remained in the field
as a candidate "the election of G-rover Cleve-
land, with the 'solid South', as his controlling
force" was "possible, perhaps probable. Every
vote for you increases this probability. That
fact at this time, means the permanent estab-
lishment and entrenchment in the most impreg-
nable legal forms, of that Southern spirit of
intolerance and determination to rule or ruin,
of which you and I have in our own persons had
more than one exemplification." Mr. Tourgee
then raised the question whether G-eneral
"Weaver could "not by withdrawing about Nov.
1st, assigning as a reason your deep conviction
of the need of concentrating the active senti-
ment of the country on this subject, do a service
to the country greater than you have ever done
before or will ever have an opportunity to do
again?" Furthermore, he asked if his "per-
sonal and political interests" would not be "en-
hanced thereby?" He pointed out that General
Weaver had "always been credited by Eepub-
licans with a very strong sense of patriotism.